nobles. This hurt his pride, but he could not
protest against it. Then he was asked to lodge
outside the city in a house which was not really
a guest-house. It was guarded day and night,
and it was not possible for Sivaji to move out oi
it. He chafed at all this, but it was not possible
for him to conciliate the emperor* All the time
he knew that he must effect an escape from the
place of confinement. Long did he think over it,
but at last he hit upon a plan, and escaped safely.
Some months later he reached Poona after seeing
Allahabad, Benares, Gaya, and Jagan Nath. When
the Mughak learned that he had reached Poona
safely, a treaty was concluded between Aurangzeb
and Sivaji.
It was then thought that Sivaji should be
crowned emperor. For this purpose a Brahmin
priest was sent for from Benares. When he
arrived, he perfoimed the ceremonies of corona-
tion according to the ancient rites of the Hindus,
This was the occasion for many festivities and
acts of charity. Sivaji went through the streets
<if Poooa in a big procession with his soldiers,
horses, and dephants. He had himself weighed
against gold which he gave away to the Brahmins.
He conferred special privileges upon his nobles
and gave titles and robes to his ministers,
Sivaji governed his kingdom well, but the last
years of his life wene embittered by many intrigues,
He passed away in 1683 at the age of fifty-three.